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Introduction

Indianapolis is among some 1,000 cities nationwide and 106 communities in Indiana with combined
sewers that overflow into rivers and streams during rain storms or snow melt. In Indianapolis, these
overflows send raw sewage, human waste, toilet paper, disease-causing bacteria, viruses, and other
pollutants directly into our waterways, causing these streams to exceed water quality standards for
dissolved oxygen and bacteria. State and federal regulations require the City of Indianapolis to develop
a long-term control plan for controlling these sewage overflows and meeting water quality standards.

Public participation is an important part of the long-term planning process for controlling combined
sewer overflows (CSOs). Through public participation, the City of Indianapolis plans to educate
citizens on the problem and the city’s options, and to seek their feedback on such key issues as level of
control, cost, and priority areas. The planning process includes:

1. The release of a comprehensive report on the city’s options for controlling combined sewer
overflows

2. The formation of a Combined Sewer Overflow Advisory Committee

3. The creation of a special website and telephone hotline for accessing information on the sewage
overflow issue .

4. A series of public education meetings throughout the community

5. A series of public input sessions to get citizen feedback on key issues and options

6. Development of a draft long-term control plan

7. A public hearing on the draft long-term control plan

8. Development of a final long-term control plan for submission to the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

This document summarizes public participation activities conducted during July 2000, culminating in
the public education sessions noted in step 4 above. It describes the city’s activities and summarizes
citizen questions and comments received during the first phase of the CSO public participation process.

Initial Announcement

On July 11, Mayor Bart Peterson held a press conference along Pleasant Run on the city’s east side to
release a study outlining options to clean up the city’s rivers, creeks and streams. The mayor also
announced plans to forrn a Combined Sewer Overflow Advisory Committee. He urged citizens to help
evaluate the alternatives during a series of public meetings and forums. "At the dawn of the 21*
Century, it is simply unacceptable for this city to continue releasing sewage into our waterways at such
an alarming rate,” the mayor said in a press release. "The federal government is pushing cities to fix the
problem, and I agree that action in Indianapolis is long overdue.” The study represented seven years of
research conducted by the city Departments of Public Works and Capital Asset Management and a team
of private consultants. In a press release, the mayor announced a schedule for upcoming education
meetings, public input sessions, and advisory committee meetings. The press conference was covered
by all local news media outlets, including the Indianapolis Star; television stations WRTV, WISH,
WTHR, and WXIN; radio station WIBC; and other news organizations. Press clippings associated with
this announcement and other CSO-related activities are attached to this document.

Advisory Committee
On July 24, Mayor Peterson named an advisory panel to help gather public input on the sewage

overflow problem. The committee represents neighborhoods, business leaders, engineers and other
community leaders. The purpose of the committee is to:



1. Review the consultants’ report on the city’s options for controlling combined sewer overflows and
improving water quality in Indianapolis;

2. Review opinions and feedback received from Marion County residents during a three-month public
participation process; and

3. Advise the mayor on how the city should proceed in developing a long-term control plan for
combined sewer overflows.

Committee members are Merri Anderson, Marion County Alliance of Neighborhood Associations; Leon
Bates, Mapleton-Fall Creek Neighborhood Association; Bob Bowen, CEO, Bowen Engineering;
Thomas Cobb, attorney and utility law judge, Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission; Rachel Cooper,
president, Southeast Community Organization; Dennis Charles, accountant, John J. Madden & Co.;
Daniel Fugate, chairman, Westside Cooperative Organization; Stu Grauel, Indianapolis Power & Light;
Bruce Jacobs, president, Near Eastside Community Organization; Gary Koss, president, Laborers
Intemnational Union, Local 120; Don Murray, facilities management, Eli Lilly & Co.; John S. Myrland,
president, Indianapolis Chamber of Commerce; Mark Sneathen, project engineer, RQAW Corp.; and
Kevin Strunk, president/geologist, Wabash Resources & Consulting.

Advisory committee meetings have been scheduled on July 24, August 2, August 28, September 14
October 12, and November 15.

Information Repositories

The city used three methods to give citizens easy access to information on the combined sewer overflow
issue: public libraries, a website, and a dedicated telephone hotline. Copies of the city’s study were
placed in all 25 Indianapolis-Marion County Public Library branches, along with a schedule of public
meetings. In addition, the city created a special website (www.indygov.org/dpw/cso) for accessing
information on sewer overflows. The website includes: a downloadable copy of the city’s CSO study in
PDF format, a downloadable copy of a 16-page CSO Decision-making Guide (a condensed version of
the study), public meeting dates and times, related links to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
and Indiana Department of Environmental Management, and a feedback form for citizen comments and
questions. Finally, the telephone hotline (706-2622) includes recorded messages with the dates, times
and locations of upcoming public meetings, as well as how to obtain written materials on the sewage
overflow issue. Citizens also can leave recorded comments or questions on the hotline.

Public Education Sessions
From July 24-31, the Departments of Capital Asset Management and Public Works hosted six public
education meetings throughout Marion County to explain the options outlined in the consultants’ report

and to answer citizens’ questions. Meeting sites were selected to ensure that most Marion County
residents were within a 15- or 20-minute drive of at least one meeting location.

Meetings were advertised in two press releases from the mayor’s office, on government cable Channel
16’s calendar of events, as well in a mailing to 600 neighborhood associations, environmental groups,
organizations, and elected officials, including state legislators and township assessors and trustees.
Mailings also were sent to officials in the excluded cities of Lawrence, Beech Grove and Greenwood,
who receive sewage treatment services from the City of Indianapolis. The city also included CSO
information in quarterly sewer bill inserts sent to 240,000 residents during July and August. The inserts
included a reference to the website and telephone number, where a schedule of meetings was available.
Meetings were well-publicized in The Indianapolis Star, local television and radio newscasts, and
smaller neighborhood newspapers. DCAM and DPW officials also gave CSO presentations to the city’s
Board of Asset Management and Public Works, City-County Council committees on public works and
capital asset management, the Indianapolis Chamber of Commerce, and other organizations.



In all, 164 people attended at least one of the education sessions. A session-by-session breakdown is
shown below:

Date Time Location Attendees
July 24 2:30-4:30 p.m. Near Northside (2450 N. Meridian St.) 54
July 25 79 p.m. Northwest (5665 Lafayette Road) 26
July 26 7-9 p.m. Southwest (5401 W. Washington St. 23
July 27 79 p.m. Southeast (6500 Southeastern Ave.) 20
July 29 9-11 am. Downtown (200 E. Washington St.) 13
July 31 7-9 p.m. Northeast (7701 Allisonville Road) 28

A 16-page booklet summarizing the key issues and options was prepared to guide citizens through the
CSO education sessions. Both English and Spanish versions of the booklets were available. (A copy is
attached to this report.) The education sessions also included a 70-minute Powerpoint and video
presentation by Dr. B.J. Bischoff of Crowe Chizek, a nationally known public policy facilitator and
trainer, and Jodi Perras of Perras & Associates, an Indianapolis environmental communications and

policy consultant. A copy of the Powerpoint presentation is attached to this report. The presentation
covered the following general topics:

What are combined sewer overflows?

Where are Indianapolis’ sewer overflow points?

What happens to the waterways when our sewers overflow?

Why were our sewers built this way?

What other sources of pollution affect our waterways?

Indianapolis is not alone: almost 1,000 U.S. cities have CSOs

What is being done to fix the problem?

What are Indianapolis’ goals for fighting sewage overflows?

Strategies for CSO control: Capture and storage of more combined sewage in the current sewer

system

10. Strategies for CSO control: Expanding wastewater treatment plants

11. Strategies for CSO control: Building new storage tunnels or tanks to capture wastewater volume

12. Other water quality improvement options: Converting septic systems to sewers

13. Other water quality improvement options: Industrial pretreatment

14. Other water quality improvement options: Infiltration/inflow reduction

15. Other water quality improvement options: Stormwater management

16. Other water quality improvement options: Streambank restoration

17. Other water quality improvement options: Pollution prevention

18. Key Issue: How much sewage control should Indianapolis choose?

19. Three possible overflow targets: 12-, 7- or 4-storms/year

20. The benefits of the three possible targets

21. The costs of the three possible targets

22. How costs will affect monthly sewer bills during the first five years of a 20-year project

23. Key Issue: What sensitive areas along our streams deserve priority attention?

24. Oxygen problems along White River and possible options (artificial waterfall or fountains)

25. Oxygen and low flow problems along Fall Creek and possible options (reclamation facility, dam
removal, dam modifications, or a fountain)

26. Schedule of upcoming public input sessions and how to obtain more information
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Following the presentation, participants were asked to write their questions on index cards and any
comments on a comment sheet. Questions then were answered by DPW or DCAM staff, if possible.
All citizen questions and comments were saved, and were to be posted on the CSO website with the



city’s answers. A list of citizen questions and comments received to date is attached to this report, along
with the city’s responses. This list was compiled during the public education sessions as well as through
the website and telephone hotline. It will be available in print during the public input sessions.

The questions and comments from citizens covered many issues, including cost/financing, using
existing sewers for storage, sewer system maintenance and repair, storage tunnels and tanks, treatment
plants, stormwater pollution, septic systems, industrial discharges, dam removal/modifications, sewer

infiltration/inflow, planning, flood/drainage problems, bacteria, sewer bills, and the proposed Fall Creek
reclamation facility.

In order to reach even more citizens, the city-owned cable television station, WCTY-TV (Channel 16)
taped the July 25 CSO education meeting. WCTY reaches 250,000 households in Marion County.
Channel 16 rebroadcast the education session on the following dates and times: July 27 (7 p.m.), July
28 3a.m., 11 am, 9:30 p-m.), July 29 (8 a.m., 6:30 p.m.), July 30 (5 a.m,, 3:30 p.m.), July 31 (2 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., 11 p.m.); August 1 (9:30 a.m.); and August 2 (1:30 a.m.). In addition, the session was
rebroadcast on WCTY’s sister station, Channel 28, on the following dates and times: August 1 and 3 (2
a.m., 8am., 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.) and August 5,9 and 11 (4 a.m., 10 a.m., 4 p.m., 10 p.m.).

Next Steps
The city will host a series of facilitated public input sessions in August, at five locations where the
education sessions were held. These sessions will open with a brief presentation on the city’s goals and
possible options, followed by small, facilitated group discussions on several key questions and issues.
After receiving this input from citizens, the city will prepare a draft long-term control plan and release it
for public review and comment. Following an official public hearing, the city will finalize its plan and
submit it to the Indiana Department of Environmental Management and U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency for their review and approval. Target dates for the draft plan, hearing, and final plan have not
been set.



Fighting Raw
Sewagg Overflows

The lSsues and Options
for Improving Our
Indianapolis Waterways

!
e CSO Education Sessions
July 2000

Sewer
Overflow
Points

<« Sewage
overflows into
the White River
and its
tributaries at 134
places - spilling
6 billion gallons
of contaminated
water each year

- €33 Education Sessions,

What Are Combined
Sewer Overflows (CS0s)?

© |n older parts of the city, sewers
carry both sewage and
stormwater away from buildings
and streets (making them
combined)
When the weather is dry, these
combined Sewers camy sewage
to the city's treatment plants
When it rains or snow melts,
these sawers can be
overloaded, and overflow
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What Happens When
Our Sewers Overflow?

Dry Weather

Storm drain

Street Combined Sewer

Household sewage . '
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Sanitary tiew Interceptor pipe to
Bactenia treatment plant

Bacteria

"\ Rain Begins

Stormwater runoff

Sanitary fow

= Bacweria
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Rain Continues

Sewer overflows

Sanitary flow

Bacteria, waste & litter enter stream

.- Bacleria




Rain Stops

Storm Over

Overflow continues Overflow ends

Samitary tow . . Sanitary flow
« - Bacteis Bacteria rise, oxygen falls

- Bacteria

Bacteria multipy,
oxygen levels continue to fall

Why? Our first sewers were built in the
late 1800s, before indoor plumbing

in the early 1900s, we connected
household plumbing to the same sewers

Both stormwater
and sewage
arried {0 st
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Late 1920s: we built a treatment plant

. Many Sources of Pollution Affect
and interceptors to carry flows to it

the Quality of Our Waterways

= Agriculture = Lj ot 15
fertilizers and by

e = Erosion
" mﬁarwnuﬁ = bkl suarar
R G B overflows (C50s)

= Poorly functioning T s
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Indianapolis Is Not Alone:

We Must Develop A Watershed- Almost 1,000 U.S. Cities With CSOs
Based Strategy to Meet '

Indiana’s Water Quality Goals

Fighting Sewage Overflows
Is Just the First Step

] - = EoETEE

What is being done? ' . .
a Lo Indianapolis’ Goals for
eport released July 11, 2000, outlining city's . - -
options based on 7 years of study and activities Flghtll‘lg Sewage Overflows

Gather public input on control alternatives © Improve neighbarhood quality of life by
- Public education sessions (July) Lt p .
- Public input sessions (August) eliminating solids and floatables in our streams
- Mayor's CSO advisory committee
- City-County Council ¢ Capture the first flush of stormwater entering the
sewer system. The ﬁrsg flush contains solids
lop draft long-term control plan ::2: il;a:: :t:;iummu!ated in the pipes since the
hearing on draft plan
gon P Increase oxygen levels to protect fish
nit long-term control plan to IDEM and EPA

> Decrease bacteria levels to protect people
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nprove Neighborhood Capture the “First Flush”

ﬂuallt}l’ of Life = The first rainwater or snow melt (first flush)
= Impro - : . entering the combined sewer during wet weather
thﬂ nﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁ i S g contains sewage solids that have accumulated
3 since the previous storm
= Eliminate solids and - . :
av 2 :
 Solids and floatables J . : co:cgntrat:on of
include human waste, Er R . Pollution
tailet tissue, fioating trash, .
and other solids mr:'l{m N : . Capturing and treating
flushed down toilets or the “first flush” can

washed from streets into - : significantly improve
sowers

our streams
— e e E——
T Eihi e Befznzes
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Increase Oxygen Levels Decrease Bacteria Levels

* Create an environment to support healthy
fish, insects, and plant communities in our
streams

Reduce the amount of
.time that CSOs cause
waterways to exceed

* Meet or exceed water quality standards for ::)TE;;‘:;:V standards N < “
oxygen in our streams - W TR T YETTRE - kR S,
: Sewage overflows are not the only source of
bacteria in our waterways

However, controlling sewage overflows is the
first step toward making our waterways safer
for human contact

£N0 Fducyuon Sesmunns €S0 Fducvaon Sesmons

Tha.i'e Are 3 Stfatagies We Can Other Things We Can Do To
Take to Directly Address : Improve Water Quality:
Sewage Overflows 3=

1. Capture and store more aeﬁ:gl in the current

‘sewer system where capacity exists during wat
weather (but without causing sewer backups)

= Replace septic systems
Improve industrial pretreatment

» Reduce infiltration and inflow

2. Expand wastewater treatment plants to reduce
hoavy overflows and treat more wastewater
- during wet weather

= Improve stormwater management

Restore streambanks to more natural state

3. Build now storage facilities to capture additional

= Prevent pollution through street cleaning, water
wasiewater

conservation, etc.
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Strategy #1: Capture and Store Capture and Storage in

More Combined Sewage Current Sewer System
in the Current Sewer System

Household sewage
* Many of the large pipes in the current sewer system do

y A Storm Drain
not fill completely during a storm

Could use inflatable dams or mechanical gates to hold

back flows, using electronic sensors to monitor rainfall

and sewage levels in pipes

High-tech, computerized system releases sewage when
pipes get too full, preventing sewer backups

€3O Tusabon Sesons



Strategy #2: Expand Wastewater Largest sewage overflows come
Treatment Plants from outfalls near Belmont

Wastewater Treatment Plant
= During wet weather, some of Largest Sewage Qverflow Points
heaviest poliution to White River ["Outfaliz clcap i@ or aE!:::amd with Baimant AWT)

comes from outfalls at or near
Belmont treatment plant Rttt Nymber Wishwbocy Eat. Annual Crrrflow Volame

{miflion gafiorre per year)
New permit will require the city P.B. Bypats 2oty
to better controlfeliminate these £50 1
overflows during wet weather -
which means increasing
Southport treatment plant treatment and storage ﬂ.&paﬂity
at Beimont and Sauthpert plants
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Belmont Advanced Wastewater

i Plant Improvements:
Treatment Plant Possible Plant Imp nes
* Phasel: Dohblesecondarytreatment
capacity at Belmont from 150 to 300 million
gallons/day; increase primary treatment
capacity at Southport

Phase li: Increase primary treatment capacity
at Belmont by 150-300 million gallons/day,
allowing the plant to treat 450-600 million

Secondary Treatment\Capacity: . - gallons/day during wet weather
150 million gallcnslday! = . .

300 million gallo

Tertiary Treatment
1 .

CSD Fhicxtun Sssons

Strategy #3: Build New Storage
Facilities to Capture More
Wastewater Volumes

Accessor ventilation shafts
Underground tunnels - \Fi—-ﬂ:ﬁhﬁ;clliﬁes building
Storage tanks - -:mrrrrﬂ_rr

T ; § T Utilitylines T T T T T
Store sewage during storms, releasing i T
it after storm to treatment plant Existing sewer l

Would capture first flush : Purmp house ;

“Debris trap

Larger storage captures more overflow,
but increases the construction costs .

- T¥C Tducnton S ot . = T .80 Tducazon Sesziors




Diagram of an Underground Tank

Series of basi

Ovedlow@m

Pump to sewer

€S2 Fdueon S

= Industries discharge
treated wastewater
into sewers

® Requiring additional |
treatment or controls ¢
could reduce pollution
or volume af ;
wastewater in sewer
system

—_— e
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Stormwater Management -

= Retention ponds, wetlands, buffer strips and
other practices can reduce pollutants in
stormwater before it enters the sewer system

S Wetland

Converting
Septic

Systems to
Sewers

= |ndianapolis has
18,000 homes served
by septic systems.
Many are failing.

2 Replacing septic
systems would reduce
bacteria in streams,
especially during dry
weather
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Infiltration/Inflow
Reduction
* Reduce groundwater & =

rainwater entering
sanitary sewers

£ Creates additional
carrying capacity to
transport sewage

# 8-10 illegally connected
sump pumps can fill an 8-
inch sanitary sewer
designed to serve 200
homes

= Rebuild sireambanks
to create trea
canopies and restone
wildlife habitat .

& Especially beneficial
along smaller streams

= Y Edmanen Belters

lllegal
Sump pump
connection




Pollution Prevention

= Street cleaning, water
conservation, solid
and hazardous waste
collection and other
practices can reduce
or eliminate pollution
before it enters the
sewers and our
streams
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What Are the Options and
What Can We Afford?

# About 60 times per year, we have starms large
enough to cause sewage overflows. Thesa
overllows can last up to three days after a storm,
depending on the storm’s severity,

= The more we reduce overflows, the more it will
cost

= Decision will be based on public Input and
federallstate environmental requirements

= Three possible targels for reducing ovarflows: 12
stormsfyear, 7 stormsiyear, or 4 stormslyear

e ——— e ——————
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How the options would reduce
sewage-related bacteria problems

” ELET T Prediced

el 166 - Bacteria

Bep | . 151 . = Conditions in

g | 142 whnite River
18

LR |

-]

2 B Pradicted
Bacieria
Conditions
contributed

36
l 21

lﬂ:lﬂmryr. 12 ;l.n.rrusr}-r.'.r I‘l-;l'-l'l'lﬂn'. 4 :lcc.rn
- Approximaty AUMBer of storms causing cvert)
i e - - - T

Key Issue:
How Much Sewage

Control Should
Indianapolis Choose?

How much
storage will we
build along
each stream?
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Possible Overflow Targets

Approx. # |Eliminates | Captures |Meets or |System- |
of storms |solids & first flush | exceeds |wide '
causing floatables volume
overflows | capture

12 storms/ Yes Meets |85% (EPA
year guideline)

92%
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How the options would reduce
sewage overflow volume

Armual Avorane Dvisficsy (estimaled o biinns ol galions)

2.8 billon

12 slgam 7 storm
T Tarfjct
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How Will This Affect. Monthly
Sewer Bills? :

00 . $1.3 billion . Wmnmtyaumehl-
-, ) §1.08 billien . $1091 - ‘.

How much will these options cost?

| years, the project will require an
i initial $1.94 per month sewer bill .
i increase in 2001.

; This helps provide $184 million’ h pay lor treatment
T . Mexpmmmm:gumlmglmulngmm
) 7sxorms/year 4 storms/year : foranycSO"e
storms/year slon'nslyear -

Approximate Number of Storms Causing Overflows * Other sewer Me increases will he requlml laterto
pay for the eons'mcﬂon projects

How Much Will Construction Costs Key Issue: Sensitive Areas
Add to Sewer Bills?

Our highest priority along each
Final costs will be based on: ) waterway could go to controlling

" Level of CSO control we choose (how much -3 i iti .

storage we have to buid) CSOs in sensitive areas

s * Nature preserves
: p:::‘.s and federal regulatory approval of city's » City parks

= Greenways

- Funding sources - loans and grants # Boat launches

o Eiah
- Financing methods and repayment schedule Fishing areas .
© Places where children play / wade
Changes in technology that might reduce costs in the water
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. Special Options Being Considered
What sensitive areas Along Fall Creek & White River
along our streams

deserve priority * Artificial waterfalls
attention?

= Fountains
Reclamation facility (Fall Creek only)

Dam removal or modifications




Artificial Waterfall

Problem (Aeration Facility)

Areas
Along
White
River

~ 1% bt S

Chicago Sidestream Aeration Project
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Fountains

- €SO Educaton S=ivcan

Reclamation Facility Modifying or Removing Dams
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.

. Keysfone Dam on Fall Creek




We Need Your Input to Select

Affordable Options to Improve Our
Waterways! .

= Aead the full report at www.indygov.org or visit
your local library

= Attend a Public Input session to evaluate these
alternatives:

August 17 - Allisonvilke Christian Chureh, 7-2:20 pomn.
August 15 - City County Building. 5-11:20 am.

Aagust 1 - Pike Townghip Government Center, 7-9230 p.m.
MAagusl 32 - Bgutheastem Church of Christ 7-2:20 pom.
August 23 - Wayne Toemship Trustecs Ofhce, 7-9:30 pom.

* Past comments on website, by mail, or by ealling
T06-2622

C¥2 B ation Bunsasria



FOR IMMEDIATE Re1EasE City of

Tuesday, July 11, 2000 Indianapolis “ ¢
x Bart Peterson, Hayor "L e

CONTACT:
Steve Campbell, [317) 327-3622

and www.lndeov.org/CSO
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Mayor Begins Process to Fight Sewage Dumping,
Urges Citizen Involvement

INDIANAPOLIS — Mayor Bart Peterson today called for solutions to the city’s century-old problem of
raw sewage overflows into public waterways, and released a study outlining options to clean up the
city’s rivers, creeks and streams. He also urged citizens to help evaluate the alternatives through
an upcoming series of public meetings and forums.

“At the dawn of the 21 Century, it is simply unacceptable for this city to continue releasing
sewage into our waterways at such an alarming rate,” the Mayor said. “The federal government is
pushing cities to fix the problem, and I agree that action in Indianapolis is long overdue.”

“Our challenge will be to choose environmentally effective options that the city can afford over the
next 20 years or so,” he added. “But it’s time to start fixing the problem today, so it won't cost us
billions more in the future.” ' :

More than 100 years ago, the City of Indianapolis built a “combined” sewer system that is still used
today. It carries Sewage, storm water and industrial waste away from homes, streets and factories
in the same set of pipes. To avoid backups into homes, the system sends waste directly into
Indianapolis waterways.

During dry weather, sewage is carried through the city’s sewer system to two treatment plants,
which adequately handle the job of storing and filtering sewage. However, when as little 2s a
quarter-inch of rain falls or snow melts, the extra water overloads the sewers, dumping raw sewage,
human waste, toilet Paper, disease-causing bacteria, such as E. coli, viruses, industrial waste, oil,
grease and other pollutants directly into the city’s rivers, streams and creeks.

This causes combined sewer overflows (CSOs), which pose serious health and environmental risks
to residents.

“If it rains today, tomorrow or the next day, it’s almost guaranteed that raw sewage will be dumped
into rivers and streams near homes, schools, parks and businesses,” the Mayor said. “In order to
be a world-class city, we can no longer ignore this problem.”

Under the federal Clean Water Act, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Indiana
Department of Environmental Management require cities to publicly evaluate a range of c?nu'ol
options and to develop and submit a long-term control plan based on the most cost-effective
alternatives for meeting clean water goals.

The report released today represents seven years of research conducted by the city _l?epartments of
Public Works and Capital Asset Management. It details three major engineering options to reduce
raw sewage overflows:
(more) Mayor's Press

2542 Giey County Bulding | [317] 327 3690

200 East Washingron Serect {fax] 327 3686

ladampokis, ladiana 46204 | (pyg) 327 5186

indygov.org



Raw Sewage Overflows
p-2

(1) Technologies to store more wastewater in the existing sewer sys;em for later treatment,
(2) Building new storage capacity, either above or underground, antment lnts
(3) Increasing treatment capacity at the city’s two wastewater trea p .

Other options could include accelerating the replacement of septic systems with sewers and better
storm water management.

The report describes various alternatives under each option and provides estme:t:g ]cj;setfh f::)-d e
design, construction, and operation and maintenance over the next 20 years. he , thy
city will need some combination of options to meet state and federal requirem .

Under the most cost-effective scenario, the project would cost approximately $840 million, spread
over 20 years.

It is difficult to predict exactly how it would affect mon.thly sewer bills, the Ma}'gr sai:l’m b;ucla;u:; cfl.n:-zl
costs depend on such factors as the specific technologies chosen, the construction s te and
the financing method, including interest rates and loan terms. In addmon,b frnergmg echnologi
might be used in the future to more efficiently and quickly address the problem.

The city will also aggressively pursue federal and state assistance to help fund these solutions and
cushion the effect on ratepayers, the Mayor said.

i i i five years, the project would require
However, the city controller has estimated that during the next 1
a one-time $1.94 sewer bill increase in 2001. This covers the_ treatment plant upgrades and @emgxl
and engineering work necessary for whatever control alternatives are chosen.

Currently, Indianapolis average sewer rates — $10.91 per 7,000 gallons — are significantly lower
than current rates in surrounding communities such as:

Carmel, $19.78 e Cincinnati, $25.33 South Bend, $1;:8
* Greenwood, $21.48 e Columbus, OH, $24.29 Evansville, %2'5 3
* Greenfield, $23.63 e St. Louis, $17.61 Fort Wayne, 41.
* Brownsburg, $27.65 * Louisville, $19.95

Since many of these cities are also dealing with the same sewage overflow issues, their ra;;:es ::]tlheir
likely rise as well. Indianapolis sewer bills are still expected to be lower than or compara;
rates, even with a rate increase.

Mayor Peterson also announced a series of public meetings .designed to _both cd;z;t:vi?lu;:lns ander
involve them in decision-making. He also appointed an Advisory Commxttrtele, \Izn p gath
pPublic input and advise the Mayor as the city prepares its long-term control plan.

“This is a very challenging issue for our community, and that.'s why I urge all citizens to gaelt in;:i‘;ed
and make their ideas known,” he added. “We have to face this problem head on, but we also
to be fair to ratepayers.”

The first set of public meetings, planned for this month, will.help f:itizens learn r:ﬂore ab;t;lte t::co d
federal requirements and scientific and financial issues deahng \.mt.h sewage overflows. o
set of meetings will give citizens a formal opportunity to subrm-t ideas that could be incorporate
into the long-term control plan. A final official hearing is also in the works.

For more information, citizens can call the CSO Hotline at [317) 706-2622 or logon to

www.IndyGov.ora/CSO.
-30-



Tues., July 25

Wed., July 26

Thur., July 27

Sat., July 29

Mon., July 31

Thur., August 17
Sat., August 19

Mon., August 21
Tues., August 22

Wed., August 23

Mon., July 24

Wed., August 2
Mon., August 28
Thur., Sept. 14
Thur., Oct. 12

Wed., Nov. 15

Education Meetings

7-9 p.m.

7-9 p.m.

7-9 p.m.

9-11 a.m.

7-9 p.m.

Pike Township Government Center
5665 Lafayette Rd. (293-1842)

Wayne Township Trustee’s Office, Community Room
5401 W. Washington St. (241-4191)

Southeastern Church of Christ
6500 Southeastern Ave. (352-9296)

City County Building, Public Assembly Room
200 E. Washington St.

Allisonville Christian Church
7701 Allisonville Rd. (849-3957)

Public Input Sessions

7-9:30 p.m.
9-11:30 a.m.
7-9:30 p.m.
7-9:30 p.m.

7-9:30 p.m.

Allisonville Christian Church

City County Building, Public Assembly Room
Pike Township Government Center
Southeastern Church of Christ

Wayne Township Trustee’s Office, Community Room

Advisory Board Meetings

2:304:30 pm.

2:30-4:30 p.m.
2:30-4:30 p.m.
2:30-4:30 p.m.
2:30-4:30 p.m.

2:30-4:30 p.m.

Indpls.-Marion Co. Library Services Center, Room 226B
2450 N. Meridian St. (269-5215)

City County Building, Room 260
City County Building, Room 224
City County Building, Room 224
City County Building, Room 224
City County Building, Room 107

Public Hearing — TBA
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Mayor Barl

By John Strauss
STAFF WRITER

With a poliuted neighborhood
stream as his backdrop, Mayor
Bart Peterson on Tuesday an-
nounced the start of a long-term
plan to plug the city’s overflowing
sewers.

Bul the mayor's 20-year lime:

frame (o flx the sewers 1sn’t sitting
Pelerson sald well with some local residents and
his plan to lix environmental specialists.
ouldated sewers “I think iU's too long. [ (hink over
would cost the next 10 years this problem
$840 million 1o should be handled,” sald Rachael
Cooper, president of the South East
$1.3 blillon over  community Organlzation, “We in
the next two ... (he neighborhoods have worked
decades. with this for years."
ne Aepanyey ree .

i\b‘l!):

Peterson sald, rcsidents wou\d
see a sewer rale Increase of less
than $2 a month in.the next five

;years. Beyond thal, he sald, It was

Impossible to say how much rale-
payers would have to contribute.
“This is the 21st century, and yet
still today we dispose’of raw sew-
age, untreated, directly into-our

streams and rivers across Marion-

County,” Peterson sald at a news
conference along Pleasanl Run
southeast of Downtown, °

“It I1s a heéalth risk where we Mve
and where we play. It Is an environ-
mental risk, 1t is abuse and mis-
treatment of one of our most Im-

‘portant environmental assets ...

and It Is smelly and disgusting.” .
The mayor released a study lhnt

had been in developmenl under the
previous administration. Three pro-
posals are listed.

While the flnal remedy hasn't
been selected, ‘the cost has heen
determined.. Peterson sald the cily
will spend $184 milllon over the
next five years and a tlotal of
$840 mililon to $1.3 billion n the
next two decades. |

Estimates from the previous clly
administration last year said stop- -
ping the sewer  overflows likely
would cost $8. bllion — which
Peterson, In the midst of the cam-
paign for mayor, sald was absurdly
hl(,h

“ The first, five-year phase of the

3

See SEWER Page 5
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clean.up city’s sewer overflows

3 options for end ng sewage overflows

A group of engineering consulting lirms identified three
aplions lor slopping sewage overllows into White River
and other local streams. The final plan could Inciude ele-
menls from each of the aliernalives:

M Improve the cily's two wastewaler trealment plants to
Increase heir capacily, or the gallons treated daily.

W Maximize the capacity ol the sewer system so it can
hold back water during rains instead of overtlowing into
slreams.

= Construct slorage areas near the slreams that are
being pollutad so contaminated water can be stored
lemporarily until the syslem is able lo handle it.

Whalever option is chosen will include a high-tech “real
lime” computerized melhod lor controlling sawage How.

- That will allow officials to monilor rainfall in diflferent areas

ol {he county and lemporarily hold back the llow ol sew-

“aly: through underground pipes. L
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Committee seeks solutions to sewer overflows

W Mayor selects community and business leaders
to gather input from residents affected by problem.

By Kristina Buchthal
STAFF WINTER

Combine waler, soap, sand, dirt,
rocks, wrappers, lollet paper and a
handiul ol‘P gravy-making dog kib-
ble. :

What do you gel?

A simulation of the raw sewage
that flows into Indianapolls’ rivers
and streaims more than G0 limes a
year.

Al Jeast that's how the mayor's
stall sees {l. They'll be doing that
demonstration and holding infor-
mational lectures around the city
this week to educale Indianapolis
residents  about the combined
sewer-overflow problem. The first
meeting will be tonight in Pike

P tstn

The education sessions are one
part of Mayor Barl Peterson's plan
{o fingl a solutlon lo Lhe cily's wide-
spread walenvay pollution.’

Every time the city gets sl'gnlﬂ-"

cant rainfall, Ils century-old net-
work of combined storm.and sanl-
tary sewers overflows. Ralnwater
mixed with tons of untreated sew-

age pours into Fall Creek, Pleasant.

Run, Pogues Run, Eagle Creek and
While River.

On Monday, Pelerson .appointed
14 community and-business repre-
sentatives to serve on the ‘Com-
bined Sewer Overflow ~Advisory
Committee. The group will review
options for restructuring: the cily's
sewer syslem.

l\l the commlitee’s ﬂrsl mecling

LI v .. 0o [ t

pledge to stop the pollution:

"I's disgusting, It smells and it
dimtnishes the quality of life in this
city,” he sald. "l‘hls is a health haz-
ard.”

Earlier Lhis month, Peterson esli-
mated that repairs would cost the
city between $840 milllon and
$1.3 billlon; " That  (ranslates to
about $2 more on resldcnls‘
monthly sewer bills,

The commitlee also will hold
meetings In mid-August to hear
from Indlanapolis residents how
overflows affect them and which
areas should be cleaned first.

+ “We need Lo o lo people and ask
where are lhe places where children
are playing, where people are fish-
Ing? We want lo clean those up
first,” said B.J. Bischolf, a Pelerson
consultant who led the meeling
Monday. “There's no - nap  with

o

Learn more about the pi sblem and offer input

Public educational meelings
on umnbnod sewer-overflow
oblems will be held:
- loday, 7 p.m. lonm
Pike Township Govemment
( ‘,(:nh 1, 5665 Lafayelle Road.
N Vednesday, 7 p.m. 10 9
p.m., Wayne Township
Trusiea’s Office, Commun?ty

oom, 5401 W. Washinglon St.

H Thursday, 7 p.m.10 9
p.m., Southeastem Church of

Chrisl, 6500 Soulheaslern Ave.

M Splurday, 9 am. o H
m., City County Buikfing,

Public Assembly Room, 200 E.

Washington St.

X Monday, 7 p.m. lo 9 p.m.,
Allisonvile Christian Chwrch,
7701 Allisonville Noad.

Thie Combined Sewer Over-
llow Advisory Comnitiee will
hold public inpul sessions:

= Thwrsday, Aug. 17, 7 p.m,
1o 9:30 p.m., Aflisonville
Chistian Church.

| Salurday, Aug. 19, 9 am.
lo 11:30 a.m., City County
Buiiding, Public Assembly
Room

1 Monday, Aug. 21, 7 p.m.
10 9:30 p.m., Pike Township
Goverminent Cenler.

® Tuesday, Aug. 22, 7 p.n.
10 9:30 p.m., Southeastem
Church ol Clwisl.

R Wednesday, Aug. 23, 7
p.m. to 9:30 p.m., Wayne
Township Trustee's Office,
Cormmuinity Room.
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Mayor to stress lower cost
of stopping sewer overtlows

W Solutions shouldn't
push sewer bills near
levels suggested by GOP
last year, Peterson says.

By John Strauss
STAFZ WRITER

.White River, fouled by Indian-
apolis sewer overflows dozens of
times per year. can be cleaned up
at far less cost than earlier esti-
mates indicate, city officials will
promise today.

Mayor Bart Peterson’s adminis-
tration will announce the results of
a seven-year study of the overflows
and a schedule of public meetings
to discuss a new state permit for
the Indianapolis wastewater treat-
ment plants. -

And from the first meeting later
this summer, officials will stress
that the cost of cleaning up White

. River will be far iess than the $150-

a-month sewer bills mentioned' in
last year's mayor’s race.

- “That was absurd then. and 1
think when people see the informa-
tion that we are going to be dis-

cussing, theyll see what an exag-

geration that was.” Peterson said

Monday.

Indianapolis has storm drains in
some areas that flow into its sani-
tary sewer system. During even
light rains, the extra water causes
the system to overflow, dumping an
estimated 5 billion gallons of con-
taminated . water - annually -into
White River, Eagle Creek. Fall
Creek. Pleasant Run and Pogues
Run. -
~The city has spent rhillions of
dollars to reduce the combined-
sewer overflows, as they're known.

. And the problem became an issue

in the mayor's race last year when
Peterson and other Democrats said
the chublican—controlled city ad-

File Photo

ministration was inflating the cost =

for political advantage. .
At that tme,

quire a s ggering S8 billion in im-

- provements, which would push av-

erage sewer bills to $150 from $10.

The Indiana- Deparument of En-
virorunental Management said the
cost would be nowhere near that
high. But some Republicans sug-
gested the agency. under the ad-
ministration of Democratic Gov.
Frank O'Bannon. was, pressuring
the city to create ‘political ‘advan-
tage for Peterson. -

Today's announcement will in-
clude a range of possible long-term
solutions. with price tags starting
at around Sl billion, phased in over
a period of years. The last permit
for its two treatment plants on the
Southwestside expired 10 years
ago. and the plants have been oper-
ating under temporary extensions
since then. - o

The mayor's pending announce-
ment led Republicans on the City-

the: city estimated
‘the new state restrictions would re-

County Council to delay acton on &
resolution asking Peterson to share
the details of any agreement he
might reach with federal and state.
regulators before it is signed. N
While the GOP-controlled council
is nervous about the big price tag,
members decided to give the mayor
time 0 make his case rather than

_pass the resclution on the eve of

his expected news conference.

But recent actons by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Asency
have Councilwoman  Beulah
Coughenour. the Republican chair-
woman of the council’s Public
Works Committee, worried that the
price could be far more than the
mayor is projecting. .

The EPA has filed two informa-
tion requests with the city of the
sort that is often followed by expen-
sive federal mandates, shef said.
One of the requests could make the

city liable for fines for past sewage '

overflows, she said.

“The federal government is not °

out to bankrupt the city of Indian-
apolis,”. Peterson: said. “They are in-
sistent that we deal with this prob-
tem. and they are losing patence
with the city.”

Other cities face similar overflow
problems, the mayor said. but Indi-
anapolis-is behind others in finding
ways to reduce the flow.

However, Peterson said he was
not interested in criticizing the

work done under Mayor Stephen

Goldsmith, who served two terms
and was in office during most of
the time the city was without new
wastewater treatment permits.

-We want to fix the problem. not
fix the blame.” Peterson said. “We
want to move forward, not focus
too much on what went on in the

past.”

Staff writer Doug Sword contributed ©
this report.

Awarding of MSA contact put on b/
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“Let the pédplé krbuw the facts ~
and the country will be A
ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Peterson’s CSO plar

I
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l ayor Bart Peterson is proposing a reasonable and affc
M able soludon for dealing with the city's combined-sew

l overflow problem. It's a solution that is long overdue .
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“We are very pleased with tne
generous response of the Indi-
anapolis community.”

The goal of the campaign wa
io collect needed items, educat
residents about need and raise
awareness that the need exisis
even during summer.

Reoad work

Stretch of Lafayette
down to 1 Lne today

One naorthbilind lane of La-
fayette Road e} 400 ‘et nanh
of 30th =1l 301 T TR

10 p.m. =.-.'--':‘.'_:_ i
Water Co. regl
main, b

Sewer system meetin
will inform, gather inj
Staff Report

Public educational meetings
combined sewer overflow probi
and public input meetings are
of Mayor Bart Peterson’s plar
address the city's widesp
waterway pollution. ’

City officials will talkk about
sewage problem, and commiu

R Today, 7 p.m. t0 9 p.m., Wz
Township trustee’s office. Com:
nity Room, 5401 W.

BThursday, 7 pm. to 9 p
Southeastern Church of Ch
6500 Southeastern Ave.

B Saturday, 9 am. to 11 a
City-County Building, Public
sembly Room. 200 E. Washing
st -

NMonday, 7 p.m. to 9 p
Allisonville Christian Church, 7
Allisonville Road.

The Combined Sewer Over
Advisory Committee will have
lic input sessions:

M Thursday. Aug. 17, 7 p.m
9:30 p.m.. Allisonville Chris
Church.

N Saturday. Aug. 19. 9 a.m
11:30 a.m.. City-County Build
Public Assembly Room.

X Monday. Aug. 21, 7 p.m
9:30 p.m., Pike Township Gow:
ment Center. 5665 Lafayette Ro

B Tuesday. Aug. 22. 7 p.m
9:30 p.m.. Southeastern Churc
Christ. b
R Wednesday. Aug. 23. 7 p.
9:30 p.m. Wayne Town:
trustee’s office. Community Roo
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* And yel, It's a lot cheaper than
fixing Uhe scwers.

. Glenn Pralt, a former stale and
federal  environmental  regulator
who scrved on that sepuc- lask
force. sakl it makes MUe scnse o
spend more Lthan 81 billion to fix
city sewer overflow problems while
largely fgnoring ils failing scptic
sysiems Ut could be fxed for a
fracuon of that cost.

“Comparcd to how many pcoplc
get i from combined scwers,” Pralt
said, “... & lot more people get il
from srpllc system problcins.”

He added that while the volume
of efuent from scwer overfliws is
vastly grealer, there Is much more
human conlact with scwage from
falling scplic systcms.

Thal poses many hcalth hazards.
Bacterta can be  Uacked into
-homies. Wells can bic conlaminated.
“Diseasc-carrying Insccls can breed
*in ditehes badly polluted with sew-
-age from fafled seplic sysleins,

It 1s a problem that Is only get-
‘ling worse. Pratl said, as septic
_syslems age and reach lhc end of
«thelr e expeclancy.

. Desplite the large number of sep-
‘lic systems. health officials say In-
diana Is poorly suited for them. A
1980 Pusduc University study rated
'80 percent of the soll In Indiana

sunsullable for conventional scplc

-2syslems.

2 The soil has too much sand or

«clay, for onc thing. tn southemn In-

Jdiana; problems are exacerbated by
Slimestone deposils and reclaimed
-coal mines.

. And cverywhere, waler tables are
‘high. That means during hcavy
rains, scwnge in falled septic leach
‘ficlds can be pushed up through
Zthe ground.

T According lo the Natural Re-
source Conscrvalion Scrvice. lhe

o~

SO0 IV L UL D S YIS BN
100, percent In Delaware and Tip-
ton counlics to 60 perecal tn St.
Joseph County.

In Marion County. more (han 97
pereent of the soll has scvere mil-
tations.

“In alinost any counly you care
to ook at. you will ind a problen,”
sald Howard Cundiff, director of
consumcr protection for the Indl-
ana State Department of Health,

A properly bulll and maintained
syslem can operale a long lime.
sald  Mark Walterinann,  lean
leader of seplic syatcins il wells
for the Marion County Health De-
partment.

Bul many systems were poorly
bullt beeause the people Installing
them weren'l Uained or licensed:
he said. Or they are old — buill be-
fore Indoor plumbing. washing ma-
chincs. dishwashers and muluple
bathrooms.

Many alder systems consist of

litde more than 5S-gallon drums
discharging wastc Into ditches.

Few require certification

Alan Dunn. manager of the resl-
denUal scwage disposal program
for the Indiana Stale Deportment of
Health, sald thal only 25 (ndiana
countics reqitire certification.

One is Spencer Counly, where
Rita Stallings, a former subslitute
teacher. has been Lhe environ-
mental health speclalist for aboul
three

Years ago, she said, anyone with

"a backhoe could Install a seplic

system. Now installers must allend
classes and pass an annual exam
Lo be certl

“Scplic problems are almost Uie
norm for our counly. as Is true of
mosl( counlics In Indlana,” Stallings
sald
Problems caused Ly most scplic
fajtures involve E. coll bacterta,
which can contaminate wells or e

e LU LOUND MWL [ ladanai U101
simllar Lo food poisoning, but many
aduits arc so accuslomed lo tiving
with stomach problems (hat they
don't even hother to* look for. the
cause, Stallings sakd.

Another health problem caused
by scptic system fallurcs Is oxygen
deficiency. or blue baby, syndrome,
sald Jane Frunkeubergcr, an as-
sistant professor of agriculture and
biological euqlnccring at Purdue
Universily. It Is caused Ly nilrales
leaching inlo groundwater (rom
falled scplic systems.

Shie added that I can be difficull
to tell If E.coll Is coming from ani-
mals or humans.

Her project al Lakes Shafer and
Freeman tvolves DNA testng to
determine If the E.coll in dilches
and streams lcading inlo the lakes
Is caused by human sewage prob-
leins or animal wasle.

Cost always is an Issue when It
comes lo replacing sepUc systens.
But the public's health should be
inore important.

“We want sewers . everywhere,”
Wallermann said. "We would love It
U this entire county were connected
to sanilary sewers.” g

£

A coot.ly ix
But many can't afford It

Thc typical homeowner's share 6[ ’

gﬁ new sewers to'a -
can be 55,000 to 815,
Hooking up to Lhal sysler can. eost
another $500 to $1,500. And then - .
there's the average monthly bill of . .
$12.50, sald John Burns{environ-
mental heaith specialistf for the.
Mmon Coumy Hcallh an| Hosplhl

Using the Barretlt Law Ih: cost.

can be spread out over 101ycars nl

a 7 percent Interest rat .ﬁz
But “thats stll* to mutti

many homecowners, es d-

erly ones on fixed Incomes, Bum
.sald. Those . homcoumcrs also havg

r.".' '-

- degree

WIE-EL ) X,

Former Mayor Slephen Gokd-
smith once proposed eliminating
seplic systemis In Mnrlon Counly
Ly 2004,

When e kit omcc. the new tar-
get dale was 2044,

Many seplic systems are falling
In Crooked Creck on Lhe North-
weslside, sald Kerry Manders, ex
eculive direclor the Crooked
Creek Community Counct fnc. But
people olten are Lokl they can't con-
nect lo the current sewer syﬂcm
becausc It lacks capacity. '

Manders. who also Is a mcmbcr
of Uie legislative Environmental
Quality Scrvice Councll, has pro
posed giving people twice as long to
pay for connecting to scwers and
allowing cities.lo use moncy from
the Wastewalcr Revolving Loan
Fund to bulld sewer interceplors in
areas thal need themn,

A couple of ycars ago, Ue city

came up with & master plan o set | g
. priorities for bringing. new sewcrs

lo aboul 163 areas, sald Warnick,

. Barrett Law coordinator for the
city's Department of Capllal Asset " [
" . Management.

Those dprlodlles are based on the
health risk, the level of
support from aflected property
owners and the nvalltblllty of cxdst-
Ing sewer lines.
-if there are health problems,
homeowners can be forced to con-

nect to sewers whether they vnnl

Pome:
e‘.
- quat { L stat d

The Peterson Plan — Mayor Bart . od scwers lo incel state an
Jelcrson'n campalgn pladorm —
to- address. the scplic ays: :

"to or not, Warnick said.
‘Otherwise, sewers can be
if more than hall of the
wncra want them,

[ demissue. 3
.. “These potenilal heaith risks re-
:Yure the clly .to closely examine

e nccd and dcslrc for clty sewers

V,Ul\‘lll st Mt

Aging seplic syslems in Marion County pose health risks, but the cosl to

repair and teplace them is high.

Project aress B Migh priorty T Medium priokly 11 Low il

h I
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- r
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" In these areas,” it slated.

But no major new money has
been committed by Peterson’s ad-
ministration. Further, the clly faces
another major waste treatment ex-
pense as it Is: upgrading its anu-

{cderal requirements.

Some cilles. such .as: Vallcjo, i
§ Calll., have passed bond,Issues o :
quiekly. climinate. ‘sépUc” systems,
Pratt said.

*Stnce  these scplic ~ systems

-with Lhis hu

smo:mlw.,m

never should have been appro
“aind never been Installed in the |
place,” he said. “we as 4 city
an obligation 1o help solve
problem. Instead’ of leaving pe
e payment ey ne
should have been stuck with.”

Indianapolis officials have loo
.. al how 30, other clu:s got peopl
hook up to sewers.

nght now.” Wamlck said.
havcnl found a betler way lo d
We're still looking.”



Ignoring the combination

sewer down College Ave.

[ve heard that Mayor Bart Peter-
son is going to be making massive
overhauls of the severely anti-
quated and environmentally un-
sound sewer system in order to
avoid more overflow and contami-
nation of White River.

I'm wondering when he is going
to address the problems of overflow
and contamination of the homes in
the proximity of the massive com-
bination sewer that runs down the
middle of College Avenue north of
S54th Street.

I just received a settlement

-check for $1.100 for loss of prop-

erty’and am waiting for the bill for
cleanup from the last backup of
sewage into my basement. This is
about the seventh incident in the
17 years I've owned this home.

Don't talk to me about backup
or overflow valves. They don't work.
Those who have them say they get
stuck in the open position. In addi-
tion, [ would have to dig up my
neighbor's driveway and lawn to
gdet to my sewer connection to do
this.

[ should not have to do such a
thing. it should be up to the city to
bring its sewer system up to En-
vironmental Protection Agency

standards.
SANDRA MARSHALL
Indianapolis
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FT res1dents Wlll help pay for cleamng'lip the Clty s streams cuowﬁ #Cﬂw

- 1-9
Publzc meetmgs scheduled to dtsCuss plan to meet EPA requzrements

Thc Dcpartrncnls of Capltal
Assel Managcmcnl (DCAM) :
and Public Works (opPW)of the =
City . of Indlanapohs are- host-".
ing a series of public informia- -

tion meetings at various sncs
throughotit Marion County to
provnde residents qnd property
owners with an Opportumty to

leam about.raw sewage over-

flows. - Sewage is carried
through the city's'sewer system

to two treatment plants, which’

' adcquatcly store and ﬁltcr sew-
age’ dunng dry weather. - IIow-~
ever, whcn aslittle as a quartcr-'

“inch of rain fnlls Qr SNOW | mclts
the extra watcr ovcrloads thc :

sewers, dumpmg raw sewage,
huirian; waste, toilet paper, dis-

" ,easc causmg ‘bacteria, vnmscs,‘-

-industrial waste, oil, grease, and
other pollutanls dlrcctly intothe "t
. City's streams and rivers, =
.The federal Envnronmcntal

. Protcctlon Agency, through an

o ordcr admlmstcrcd by the Indi- -
ana Dcparrmcnt of Env;ronmcn-’ )

tal Managcmcnt has rqquurcd

- that lndmnapohs along” wnh .

other cities across the country, "
"actto chmmalc this -infrastruc-
“ture and pubhc health problem,

Decisions that. must be’ madc.
rcgardmg the mcthods and costs

“to fight raw sc\vage ovcrﬂqws
-~ -will impact all of the residénts

and taxpaycrs 1n Manon
County. - e

" The City has schcduled ase-

'ncs of mcctmgs to prov:dc in-
. fonnatxon to'the publlc ‘By at-,

tending one of these educational
mectings, rcsud,cn;s wlll havean.

" opportunityto leam aboutare-
" port the City has prepared on
. how the City plans to correct’

lhls ‘environmental hazard and

-improve our. watcrwnys and

what the cost to’sewer users and

'taxpaycrs will be.” A copy of
a -the report can be viewed and/or -

dmvnloadéd from the City’s
- web site at IndyGov org/cso.
Copncs are also available for

~-publio: viewingatall lndmnapo-'

~lis- M'\non County Public Li-
brary branchcs :
Below. are listed the mccungs'
closest to F ranklin Township..
Another series of mcctmgs will
be held in Augusl s0 rncmbcrs
‘of the commumty can provide
feedback and commeénts regard-
“ing thereport.  ~ -

.

Mondiy,luly 24th,
Illuls(hy July 27th T 00-9:00 p/m.
~ Saturday, July 29th

PUBLIC MEETIN(’S FOR COMBINFD SEWER OI'FI?FLOIVS

o~

230430pm

9001100 am’ .

lemry Servxces CLntcr 3
“Southeastern Church of Christ -
* City County Building s Public Assembly Room . -

2450 N. Mcndlan S
6500 Southeastein Avenue -
200 E. Washington Street

T

New asphaltd driveor recapasphall.
Call Sam Gra) @ 862-3944 TFN

\\’nnnmakchave-A LolAsp\m\l
\lainlcnnnce Seal coa(mg.crnck

filline traffic clrinnine humner.

*HELP WANTED‘ -

Secrefary: Position requires com-
puter, writing, proof-reading and
organizajional skills. No health
insur'\ncebcneﬂts Call(317)356—
9729. 29

Comfort Homelle'\lthCareolTers.
kind, compasionate,reliablecare.
24 hr.serviceavailable. Ifneeded

this includes housckecpmg. cook-
ing. grocery shopping, laundry,

nﬂMFﬂ-Sal J ulyzl-
22,8a.m. -"Lotsofgoodlts"'Don t
iniss this one!

Inc.1408E, I‘PLE Sat,
July22,9a:m.-3p.m. HclprniscSS

for new huildine
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Chamber Facts

July 24-28, 2000
www.indychamber.com e 317-464-2200
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Dues, contributions and gifts to the ICOC are not deductible as a charitable contribution for federal income tax purposes.
Because the Indianapolis Chamber focuses primarily on local issues, 93% of your dues are deductible as a business expense.
Further information on this law should be obtained from your tax advisor.

Chamber News

INITA’s Second Annual

Workforce Conference
TechFORCE Indiana -
“Increasing the Bandwidth” is INTTA’s
second annual workforce conference.
INITA, alongwithmain sponsor - -
' Indianapolis Chamber of Commerce, is
hosting this worldforce conference on
Monday, August 7 atthe Ritz Charles,
12156 North Meridian Street, Carmel.
Cost is $75 for members and $125 for
non-members; attendees canregister
onlme at www.inita org,

This year’s conference features
nationally-known speakers, best practices
from local companies, and oppartunities to
interact with represerttatives from Indiana’s
colleges and universities. The conference
highlights successful recruiting programs,
discusses strategies for winning the battle
for IT talent, and provides tools and
materialstohelp attendees maneuver
through the recrutting maze for both
college and experienced hires.

There are four breakout sessions
scheduled, with each session highligiting a
speaker and best practices of INITA
members. Sessions will run twice and will
tackle relationship-building, recruiting
tactics, keeping and retraining existing
employees and the challenges and benefits
of internships. Refer to INITA's Web site
atwww.inita org for complete schedule
and registration information.

Space is limited, so regjster today
atwwwinita org!

Save the Date!

Where can you meet Indy’s
candidates for the upcoming elections
and hear their views on issues
concerning you, register to vote,
network with numerous informed
business and political professionals,
enjoy good food and drinks, and
basically have a great time?

At the HobNob—An
Election She+vcase, Indianapolis’
largest politicai event of the year. Join
Paul I. Cripe, Inc. and the India-
napolis Chamber of Commerce at
the Union Station Grand Hall and
Conference Center on Monday,
October 5 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

HobNob 1999 was the
biggest non-partisan political event of
the year in Indy, and this year’s event
promises to be even bigger! Don’t
miss your chance to be part of the
excitement. =

Invitations will be sentto your
business in September. Tickets are
$10, so encourage your employees to
be a part of Indianapolis” politcal
system, vote and dttend HobNob
2000!

If you'd like more information
on this upcoming event, contact Sandy

Combined Sewer Overflow

Issues are High Priority
Raw sewage... tt’s flowing into
our public waterways at an alarming
rate. It’s there by way of the
Indianapolis sewer system. Our
combined sewer system is over 100
years old and is currently unable to
handle the job of storing and filtering
sewage during any wet weather event.
When rainfall or snow melts off as little
as a quarter-inch, the system overflows,
and loads rivers, streams and creeks
with human waste, industrial waste and
other pollutants. This pollution process
is known as a combined sewer overflow
(CSO) and has long been an 1ssue
followed by the Indianapolis Chamber.
At least three alternatives have

been proposed in the city’s new plan for
tackling the sewer dilemma. Another
altemnative: an approximate 17.8%
sewer-bill increase per household. At
present, Indianapolis is paying HALF of
what Greenwood, Anderson and
Brownsburg residents are paying, and
nearly one third of what Evansville
residents pay
Your Chamber Wants to Know:
How comfortable are you with
increases in sewer bill rates? (Check
one and fax back to 464-2217)

I'm comfortable with a $0-$2.00
raise in sewer rates.

I'mcomfortable witha $2.00-$5.00
rais2 in sewer rates.
__I'mcomfortable with a $6.00-510.00



in brief...

Sewer rehab
meeling lonight

A series of public meutings an

Indianapelis'scentury old prob- |

lem of raw sewnge overilows
will staet tonight on the
Suuthside.

The first set of meetings will
help citizens Jenrn more abowl

S

i

fuderol suquiresnents and sci. |
entificand inuncislissuesden). |

ing with sewagu overNows

A second set of meelings in
August will give citizens o for-
ma} eppartunity lo give feed:
Lack that cuuld be incorporated
into a lung-terin conteol plan. A
final official hearing is also in
the works,

The committee will meet ot
Southesstern Church of Chirist,
6500 Southoastern Ave., today,
1-9p.m.

Foe more informntion, citi-
tens can call the CSO tlotline

st 706.2622 or log on m‘

www ladyCav.org/CSO0,

outhsule Times
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PETERSON UNVEILS

Sewer Plan |
[ fori

; scql

Mayor Bart Peterson unveiled a'plan to clean can
the city's overflowing sewers. A group of engineer- o
ing consultants have identified three options for an;
ending sewer averllows, including increasing the sto
capacily of wastewater treatment plants, making yot
the sewer system's capacity larger and constructing tin;
storape arcas to hold waste until it can be treated. A lor
fourth option — asking city residents to "hold it” set
every other day of the week — is also being consid- »
ered. Under this plan, residents with even-num- do
bered addresses would “hold it" on Mondays, we
Wednesdays and Fridays; odd-numbers would g
“hold it” on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. lre
Sundays would be optional. Citizens could “hold ot
it" as a kind of community service in the "can do” ot
tradition of Hoosier civic-mindedness, but would T
be free to “letit go” should the call of nature be- hi
c

come an imperative,

~

B et o e o ettt ot Pt |





